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A wonderful result at WRC-15
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It seems to me, over the last few years, there have been some recurring themes that I
have found myself writing about in these Editorial columns. One has been interference
and the other, the fight to save C-band from wireless terrestrial services.
My awareness of both of these issues was piqued when I worked at GVF, the nonprofit association for the global satellite industry, over ten years ago. Since then, the
industry has been working hard to raise awareness of the issues caused by both
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challenges. Here at Satellite Evolution, we have published article after article on the
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critical communications that satellite delivers in crisis situations, to enterprises, to people
on the wrong side of the Digital Divide.
In Geneva last week, the global community finally took notice of the reasons why the satellite community has been
banging their drum so loudly. The wireless industry is growing at an enormous pace and it feels that it needs additional
spectrum, but the argument from the satellite industry was ‘why ours?’
Industry reports had highlighted that International Mobile Communications (IMT) did not need the additional spectrum
they were trying to take away from critical satellite services. If they did have it, would they even need to use it? The conclusion
was that they wouldn’t, and it had not used spectrum that it had already been allocated. WRC-07 had proved to the satellite
industry that their spectrum simply wasn’t safe and that it wasn’t just C-band at risk, but all bands used by satellite
communications.
Just a few weeks ago, the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) and the Emergency
Telecommunications Cluster (ETC) signed a Charter with major satellite operators and organizations that committed them to
enhancing connectivity in humanitarian emergencies. This is further proof that the importance of satellite in crises is recognized.
So, the satellite industry has fought very hard and has now succeeded in its quest to have its spectrum protected, and
this is wonderful news. WRC-15 has been noted as a turning point in the recognition of the importance of satellite services.
In addition to its protection, a clear framework was agreed upon for future access to satellite spectrum for innovative satellite
communications. This was accomplished by agreeing to preserve and create new additional valuable spectrum for fixed and
mobile solutions used to support a multitude of video, television and data services, to expand Internet access, and to bridge
the “Digital Divide” for billions of people around the world.
This is positive and well-deserved news for an incredible and innovative industry and the people who work in it.
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